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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This coimnunication is in response to appeal brief filed 6/30/2006. 

Response to Appeal Brief 

2. Upon further review of the pending claims determination is made that the pending claims 
are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claimed inventions relate generally to a financial transaction system and method, and 
more particularly to a computerized bill payment system for use in a wire or wireless network 
which requires a minimal amount of user interaction to affect bill payment. 

The following prior art references have been deemed most relevant to the allowed 
claim(s): 

Kitchen et al. (US Pat. 6289322) describes a centralized bill presentment and payment 
system in which bills are aggregated via a communication network at a central processing station 
from biller stations and presented to payor stations for review and payment. Payment instructions 
are received at central processing station from the payor stations and are executed by the central 
processing station at financial institutions. (See Figure 2 for details). 
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Remington et al. (US Pat. 6070150) teaches a bill payment systems in which bills are 
presented via network by a biller to a consumer and payment instructions are transmitted by the 
consumer back to the biller. (See Figures 4 and 5). 

In both Remington and Kitchen, the bill includes a means for initiating bill payment 
instructions. However, in both Remington and Kitchen, when the payor initiates the bill 
payment instructions, the bill payment instructions are retumed to the bill presenter. In the case 
of Fig. 4 of Remington, the biller is the bill presenter and bill payment instructions are retumed 
to the biller. In the case of Kitchen, the central bill processor (CF) is the bill presenter and bill 
payment instructions are retumed to the central bill processor. In alternative embodiments 
shown in Figs. 1 1 and 12 of Remington, the bill is presented to the payor by an intermediary 252 
and the bill payment instructions are retumed to the intermediary who presented the bill. There 
is no teaching in either Remington or Kitchen of any bill format that contains a means for 
initiating bill payment instructions, which, when selected, causes the bill payment instructions to 
be sent to any party other than the bill presenter. Thus, neither Kitchen, nor Remington, alone or 
in combination, teaches or suggests the claimed invention in which the bill is presented by the 
biller but the remittance instructions are sent to a bill processing server and not back to the biller. 

Claims 1-13 are apparatus (or system) claims and claims 14-26 are corresponding 
method claims. As explained above the closest prior art references of Remington and fail to 
teach or suggest, alone or in any combination a client computer comprising a processor, 
communication means, a server program and a display for receiving and viewing from one or 
more biller servers and not from a bill processing server bill information which includes means 
for initiating bill payment instructions 

and the processor integral to the client computer is responsive to the input means and 
causes the communication means to communicate the bill payment instructions to the bill 
processing server when the means for initiating bill payment instruction is selected. 

Claims 14-26 are directed to process corresponding to the apparatus claims 1-13. 
Specifically, the process steps (b) - (e) correspond to the features of the apparatus claims as 
described in claims 1-13 and cited above as reasons for allowance. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 800AM-600PM M-Tu and Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, James Trammel can be reached on (571)272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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